More Places of Interest 


Doughboy, 7th & Lincoln Streets. In 1925 the Hobart 
American Legion installed “The American 
Doughboy” to honor Hobart’s fallen military person- 
nel. The sculptor is E.M. “Dick” Viquesney of 
Spencer, Indiana. The small triangle of land was 
donated to the city by the Earle family in 1922. 


Old Settlers Cemetery, S. Lake Park Ave. (Ind. 51) 
at 12th Street. Hobart’s oldest known burial ground 
existed when the land was first surveyed. Members 
of pioneer families, including Mexican and Civil War 
veterans, are buried here. Restored in 1975 by Billy J. 
Rosser, Hobart Township Trustee, and the Hobart 
American Revolution Bicentennial Commission as one 
of Hobart’s Bicentennial Community projects. His- 
toric markers on site. 


Pennsy Depot, 1003 Lillian St. The Pittsburgh, Fort 
Wayne & Chicago railroad, predecessor of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, was built through Hobart in 
1858. This transformed Hobart from an isolated settle- 
ment to a thriving transportation and trade center. 
The present Depot, the third on the site, dates from 
1912. It has been renovated by the Save Our Station 
Committee of the Hobart Historical Society. Historic 
markers on site. Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 


Hobart Cemetery, Front Street at the Pennsylvania 
Railroad tracks. circa 1859. Many pioneer Hobart 
families have plots here. Ornate monuments mark 
some of the older graves. In 1866, a dance was held 
to raise funds to fence the grounds to keep cattle and 
pigs out. Admission to the dance was $2.50, which 
also entitled the buyer to a cemetery lot. 


Pennsy Arches, Pennsylvania RR tracks at Deep 
River. Constructed about 1858-59 by the Pittsburgh, 
Fort Wayne & Eastern railroad, the arches of this 
bridge are a popular subject for artists and photo- 
graphers. Listed in Historic American Engineering 
Record. 


Brickyards, N. Lake Park Avenue, north and south 
of the Pennsy tracks and west of Deep River. 
Brickmaking was one of Hobart’s oldest industries. A 
number of brickyards were active from the 1950's on. 
The two largest were located on this site. The Kulage 
brickyard, south of the tracks, made common and 
face brick. The Kulage yard closed in the 1920’s. The 
brickyard north of the tracks dates from the 1870's. 
Around the turn of the century, W.B. Owen, Sr., 
converted the yard to terracotta. It was purchased by 


National Fireproofing in 1902 and was closed in 1965. 
Amber Lake was once a claypit for this yard. 


Revelli Band Shell, Ridge Road west of the dam. 
1987. The Bandshell is dedicated to Dr. William D. 
Revelli, distinguished band director, who organized 
the band program in the Hobart schools and led the 
Hobart High School Band to three national champion- 
ships in the 1930's. Just west of the Revelli Band Shell 
is the Community Center, originally the headquarters 
of the Hobart Izaak Walton League. This area is under 
development as part of Hobart’s lakefront improve- 
ment project. 


Hobart Scout Cabin, Ash St. south of Third St. 
Located in the west section of Lake View Park, the 
Scout Cabin is home to boy and girl scouting activities. 
The original Scout Cabin was built by the Hobart 
Scouts in 1934 and destroyed by fire in 1979. Through 
city, community, and Scout efforts, this new cabin 
was built and dedicated in 1986. 


For More Information 


Hobart City Hall 

414 Main Street 

Hobart, IN 46342 

(219) 942-6112 (Mayor's office) 


Hobart Chamber of Commerce 
Hobart Industrial & Economic 
Development Comm. 
Hobart Main Street Association 
18 East Ridge Road 
Hobart, IN 46342 
(219) 942-5774 


Hobart Historical Society, Inc. 
706 E. Fourth St., P.O. Box 24 
Hobart, IN 46342 


Produced by the Hobart Historical Society 
in cooperation with the 
Hoosier Celebration ‘88 Committee 
and Hobart Main Street Assn. 
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1, Hobart Historical Society Museum. 1914-1915. 
Originally the Hobart Public Library, this Tudor Revi- 
val building was constructed by the Woman’s Reading 
Club of Hobart, with the assistance of the Carnegie 
Foundation. Purchased by the Hobart Historical Soci- 
ety in 1968, it houses a local history museum and 
research library. Open Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and by appointment. Contractor: Ingwald Moe of 
Gary. Architect: A.F. Wickes of Moe's staff. Listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 


2. First United Methodist Church. 1917. Methodist 
circuit riders served Hobart as early as the 1840's. In 
1870, Hobart became the head of the circuit and in 
1871, a frame church was built on this site. The present 
church, now part of a larger complex, dates from 1917. 


3, 4, 5. These three buildings were constructed by 
Alwin Wild, prominent businessman and civic leader. 
A charter member of the Hobart Volunteer Fire 
Department, Wild served as Hobart Township Trustee 
from 1905 to 1909. 

3. Wild Building. 1910. This two story Queen Anne 
style building was built by Wild for his furniture store 
and undertaking business. From 1941 to the early 
1960's, it was the home of the First Baptist Church of 
Hobart. 

4. The middle Wild Building, 1929, was built as a 
funeral home and is believed to be the first building 
in Hobart constructed for that purpose. The ornate 
exterior of buff brick and terracotta, marble steps, and 
front window is original. William Krull, city engineer 
and son-in-law of Wild, was the architect. 

5. Wild Building. 1893. This was Wild’s first build- 
ing. The facade retains much of its original character. 
Note the shell pattern in the tin cornice at the roof 
line. This pattern will be found on other Hobart build- 
ings of the period. 


6. L.M. Friedrich Building. 1910. This two-story 
Queen Anne style building was built by Dr. L.M. 
Friedrich for his office and home and for commercial 
use. The east storefront housed the Hobart Post Office 
from 1923 to 1927, One of the first dime stores, 
Thompson’s 5 and 10 Cent Store, was located here 
from 1911 to 1920. In 1923, Dr. Friedrich constructed 
a 4 room flat on top of the building. 


7. Hobart Federal Savings & Loan Assn. 1960. Hobart 
Federal, organized in 1934, built here in 1960 with 
additions in 1980 and 1987. The Third Street side was 
the site of the Union Block, built by George Stocker 
and home for over 60 years to Stommel’s department 
store (1895-1959), an institution well-known locally 
for its old time atmosphere and for the.unique person- 
ality of its manager, Carl Krausse. 


Downtown Hobart 
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8. Guyer Block. 1897. This Queen Anne style busi- 
ness block was constructed by Elijah H. Guyer. It has 
housed many professional offices on the second floor 
as well as a variety of businesses on the first floor. 
The Hobart Post Office was located in the east room 
from 1910 to 1923. 


9. Miller Buildings. 1926 and 1929. Actually two 
buildings, Dr. A.G. Miller constructed the building 
on the north in 1926 for office and living quarters. In 
1929, the building was enlarged to the south an 
across the back for more clinic and apartment space. 
Architect: L. Harry Warner of Gary. Builder: W.B. 
Mitchell of Hobart. 


10. Hobart Masonic Temple. 1925. Hobart’s first 
school, a one room frame building, was constructed 
here in 1845. It was moved to Water Street in 1922 
where it was later destroyed by fire. The Masonic 
Temple was built during Livingston’s term as 
master of M.L. McClelland Lodge, No. 357, F. & A.M. 
Livingston served as mayor of Hobart from 1926 
through 1929. Historic marker commemorates the 
school site. 


11. Dr. Edwin R. Gordon House. circa 1910. Gordon, 
local doctor and county coroner, built this large 
Pennsylvania Dutch style house. It included a ball- 
room on the third floor. Gordon was the son of John 
Gordon, one of Hobart’s first druggists, and the 
nephew of Pliny P. Gordon, one of s first doc- 
tors. 


12. Rifenburg House. circa 1869. One of the Mid- 
west’s historic homes, this Italianate house was built 
by William Rifenburg. It included the first furnace 
and the first bathtub in a Hobart house. The north 
wing was added to house his library, described in the 
1880's as the largest private library in Lake County. 
Note the building tile or terracotta lumber garage at 
the rear. Rifenburg came to Hobart in 1857. After serv- 
ing in the Civil War and being wounded in the Battle 
of Shiloh, Rifenburg returned to Hobart to pursue 
business interests. He was a founder of the Union 
Sunday School, the First Unitarian Church of Hobart 
and Earle Lodge, 1.0.0.F., a justice of the peace, 
Hobart Township Trustee, 1864-66, and state repre- 
sentative in the Indiana legislature in 1896. The house 


was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sothman in 
1939 and has since been known as the Sothman Apart- 
ments. 


13. Earle’s Reserve (site). In the original plans for 
Hobart, founder George Earle reserved this block for 
himself. Earle’s home was built along Front Street and 
an office and art gallery (circa 1858) were built on the 
Main Street side. Around the turn of the century, the 
block was divided and a number of large houses were 
constructed. St. Bridget’s presence here dates from 
1874 when the church purchased the art gallery. A 
second church was built on the foundations of the 
first one in 1912. The present church was dedicated 
in 1954. The school was founded in 1927; its present 
building was constructed in 1966 and the gymnasium, 
in 1987. 


14. Mill Site. 1846-47. George Earle built a frame grist 
mill on the banks of Deep River and dammed the 
river for water power. This created the mill pond 
known as Lake George. Some old-timers claim this 
mill inspired the song “Down by the Old Mill Stream,” 
whose com t some years of his youth in 
Hobart. The mill was destroyed by fire in 1953. Gainer 
Bank now stands in the mill yard. Historic marker 
near the Bank entrance commemorates the site. 


15. Hobart Public Library. 1968, addition 1980. The 
library rests partly on Lot 1 of the original town plat 
of 1849. Lew Hammond ’s tavern, a stagecoach stop 
on the Chicago-Detroit road, was on this site at the 
time. In the 1930’s, a bath house for the city beach 
on Lake George was constructed here as a WPA pro- 
ject. 

16. Henry Sylvester Smith House. circa 1845-46. 
Believed to be the oldest house in Hobart, construction 
is attributed to Henry Sylvester Smith, who operated 
Earle’s saw mill. 


17. Ben Ack Building. 1926. This building takes its 
name from the Pottawatomi chief Ben Ack who once 
owned the land in the downtown Hobart area. 


18. Hobart Post Office. 1936-37, enlarged 1966. Built 
partly on the site of Black’s Trading Post, an early 
Hobart business. Proprietor Joseph Black operated the 
post office here from 1861 to 1868. Step into the lobby 
and look at “Early Hobart,” a WPA Artists Project 
mural (1938) by William Dolwick. 


19. Art Theatre. 1941. This Art Deco building’s orig- 
inal glazed terracotta exterior is intact except for the 
marquee, which has been removed. Site of Hobart 
House, a three story hotel, built about 1870-71 by 
Edward Roper. Hobart House was razed in 1941. 


20. Hobart Bank. circa 1884. The original vault takes 
up a large part of the space in this one story brick, 
built for the Hobart Bank, the first bank in Hobart 
and the second bank in Lake County. The Hobart 
Bank moved to the Strattan building in 1913 and closed 
in 1925. 


21. Fiester Buildings, 236-238 Main Street. 1893. A 
succession of general stores and drug stores have 
occupied the corner storefront. Dyche’s drug store 
occupied the space from 1931 to the 1950’s. Their soda 
fountain was a popular gathering place. The north 
room was home to the Colonial, Gem, and Strand 
movie theaters from about 1912 to 1941. 


22. Roper Building/American Trust & Savings Bank, 
1893. Built by James Roper and originally of red brick, 
this business block became the home of the American 
Trust & Savings Bank, established 1912. The interior 
has been remodelled many times. In 1926, the granite 
and stone facade was added and an addition was 
constructed on the east side at the alley. 


23. First State Bank. circa 1888-95. Built by 
Stocker, this building was occupied by the First State 
Bank, founded in 1899. The stone facade was added 
in 1922. 


24. Strattan Building. 1876. Constructed by George 
Stocker, this business block is best known as the Strat- 
tan Opera House. B.W. Strattan took over the building 
in 1887 and, in 1894, converted the second floor hall 
into a theater with a stage, seating area that could be 
converted to a ballroom, and a balcony. A superstruc- 
ture on the roof allowed scenery to be raised and 
lowered quickly. Plays and musicals by touring com- 
ies, concerts, meetings, and dances were held 
ere. In 1898, the room was rented to the Knights of 
Pythias for 5 years. Strattan assumed management 
again in 1903. Various entertainments were offered, 
but business did not seem to prosper. In 1915, Strattan 
retired. The room continued to be used for church 
groups, high school graduations, and even for basket- 
ball (which had to be played around support columns) 
well into the 1930’s after which it fell into disuse. 


25. Car Barns, 109-115 E. Third St. 1912. In 1911, the 
Earle family donated this land to the Gary, Hobart & 
Eastern Traction Co. for a streetcar barn. ne 
Fireproofin vided the building tile from its 
Ottawa, me plant. The barn held 4 cars and a work- 
shop. The east section held an office, waiting room, 
and sleeping room for employees. After several false 
starts, Gary, Hobart & Eastern provided service from 
Hobart’s Pennsy Depot to the mill gates in Gary. 
Sometime prior to 1924, service east of Third & Main 
was discontinued. In 1925, the company merged with 


Gary Railways. Buses replaced the streetcars in 1939. 
In addition to passenger service, two boxcars were 
used for ice haulage. Ice was cut from Lake George, 
stored in ice houses on the west bank, and hauled to 
Gary for sale. 


26. Livingston Building, 437-39 E. Third St. 1928-29. 
Constructed by Harry Livingston (at the time, mayor 
of Hobart), this two story brick with stone trim was 
built for the telephone ——, which occupied the 
entire second floor and part of the basement. Local 
Red Cross headquarters were here during World War 
I. 


27. Unity Shoe Repair. circa 1870. Built by George 
Stocker when he first came to Hobart. At first Stocker 
was a shoemaker; later he operated a brick yard and 
engaged in building, real estate and the general mer- 
cantile business. He also served as Hobart Township 
Trustee, 1868-72, and as county commissioner, county 
assessor, and postmaster, 1885-89. This building 
retains much original character. The facade is cast iron 
and the metal stoop was cast at the Hobart Foundry. 
The raised entrance dates from the days when Main 
Street stores had raised first floors to accommodate 
entrance from the wooden sidewalks which were ele- 
vated above the street. 


28. Orcutt Building, 314 Main Street. Originally the 
Mander building, this 19th century frame structure 
was reconstructed in brick in 1921 by Albert Orcutt 
for a restaurant and hotel. Pete Bates’ tavern was 
located here for many years. 


29. Verplank Building, 318-328 Main St. 1928. One 
of Hobart’s earliest and largest business buildings, 
the frame Morton Building stood here from 1866 to 
1925 when it was destroyed by fire. The present build- 
ing was built in 1928 and retains much of its original 
character. The pressed brick and prism glass on the 
facade were popular materials at the time. 

30. Odell Smith, Jewelers, 347 Main St. The oldest 


business in Hobart, Odell Smith was established in 
1886 as Odell Jewelry. The business moved to this 


location in 1934. The age of the older, north building 
is unknown, but its raised entrance places it in the 
oe century. The corner section dates from around 


31. Odd Fellows’ Hall. circa 1885. Built by Earle 
Lodge No. 33, I.0.0.F., on land donated by John G. 
Earle, this brick building retains some indications of 
its original appearance. Note the three linked rings, 
an I.0.0.F. symbol, over the second floor windows. 
Many groups have used the second floor hall; at the 
turn of the century it was known for its excellent 
dancing floor. The main floor facade has been remod- 
elled many times. 


32. Carstensen Building. 1912-13. Mrs. Emma 
Carstensen Anders built this two story brick for her 
meat market. The second floor was designed as a 
residence. The addition to the rear was the sausage 
room; rooms for the help were on the second floor. 
Now occupied by The Hobart Gazette, Hobart’s sec- 
ond oldest business, established circa 1889-90. 


33. City Hall. 1966. 


34. German Methodist Church, 5th and Lake St. 
1875. This brick building was constructed by a small 
German Methodist congregation. As the younger gen- 
eration became Americanized, the church declined, 
dissolving in 1914. In 1916, a new owner extended 
the building 30 feet to the rear. 


35. First Unitarian Church of Hobart. 1875-76. The 


- first church in Indiana to be built by a Unitarian con- 


gregation and the oldest church in Hobart still 
occupied by its original congregation, this church, of 
local brick, retains its original character. The front 
doors are the original doors. The bell was a gift of 
Senator George F. Hoar of Massachusetts, a member 
of the Concord, Mass. Unitarian Church. The Hobart 
Unitarian Church was established in 1874 by William . 
Rifenburg. Land for the church was donated, as was 
their custom, by the Earle family. 


36. Trinity Lutheran Church. 1873-76. In 1873, the 
German Evangelical Lutheran Trinity Church (now 
Trinity Lutheran Church) laid the cornerstone for their 
church on land donated by the Earles. The brick and 
lumber were local materials. The church was dedi- 
cated in 1876 when the interior was completed. In 
1900, when the congregation moved to a new, larger 
church at the northwest corner of Main and Second 
Streets, the original building housed the Trinity 
Lutheran School until 1949. Wooddale Baptist 
Church, newly organized in 1957, occupied the build- 
ing until 1974 when it joined with another Baptist 
congregation to form the Hillcrest Baptist Church. 


